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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTt-ffiNT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
or  of  Infoi 
Washington 

February  21,  19^2 


OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION  MEMORANDUM  NO.  25  iVED 

J  *  WAR  5  f942  vr 


Liaison  Between  the  Department 
and  the  Coordinator  of  Government  Films 


At  the  suggestion  of  the  Office  of  the  Coordinator  of  Govern- 
ment Films  to  designate  a  representative  to  act  as  liaison 
on  film  matters  between  the  Department  as  a  whole  and  the 
Coordinator,  I  have  assigned  this  duty  to  Oliver  T.  Griswold 
of  the  Office  of  Information. 

On  all  matters  that  should  be  presented  to  the  Coordinator  of 
Government  Films,  v/ill  you  please  work  through  Mr.  Griswold? 
I  am  attaching  a  copy  of  the  President's  letter  of  December  18, 
19^1,  outlining  the  functions  of  the  Coordinator  and  a  copy 
of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Mellott. 
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COPY 


( COORDINATOR  0?  GOVERNMENT  FILMS) 


Tho  White  House 
Washington,  Dcccm"bor  13,  19U1. 

My  dear  Mr.  Mcllctt: 

The  American  motion  picture  is  one  of  our  most  effective  media  in  in- 
forming and  entertaining  our  citizens.     The  motion  picture  must  remain 
free  insofar  as  national  security  will  permit.     I  want  no  censorship  of 
the  motion  picture;  I  want  no  restrictions  placed  thereon  which  will 
impair  the  usefulness  of  the  film  other  than  those  very  necessary 
restrictions  which  the  dictates  of  safety  make  imperative. 

The  motion  picture,  especially  as  used  by  the  Federal  Government,  has 
a  very  useful  contribution  to  make  during  the  war  emergency.     In  order 
that  the  Federal  Government's  efforts  in  the  field  of  motion  picture 
production  and  distribution  may  serve  most  effectively  and  efficiently, 
it  is  desirable  that  all  activities  of  the  Federal  Government  be  co- 
ordinated under  the  direction  of  one  central  office. 

Therefore,  as  President  of  the  United  States  and  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  armed  forces,  I  direct  that  you,  as  Director  of  the  Office  of 
Government  Reports,  act  as  Coordinator  of  Government  Films  for  the 
duration  of  the  war. 

The  functions  you  will  discharge  in  this  capacity  are: 

1.  Act  as  the  liaison  officer  of  the  Federal  Government  with 
theatrical,  educational  and  industrial  producers  and  distributors  in 
connection  with  the  preparation,  production,  and  distribution  of  films. 

2.  Establish  a  clearance  office  through  which  all  of  the  Government's 
civilian  films  must  clear  whether  they  are  to  be  distributed  through 
theaters  or  through  non-theatrical  organizations. 

3.  Plan,  so  far  as  necessary,  such  Government  motion  picture  pro- 
duction and  distribution  as  is  deemed  necessary  to  infer:-,  and  instruct 
the  public  during  the  wartime  crisis. 

U.     Consult  with  all  Government  departments  in  connection  with  film 
production  .and  distribution  programs  and  consult  with  and  advise  motion 
picture  producers  of  ways  and  means  in  which  they  con  most  usefully 
serve  in  the  national  effort. 

I  further  direct  that  you  transmit  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the  heads  of 
all  Federal  agencies. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 

Honorable  Lowell  Mellett, 

Director,  Office  of  Government 

Reports,  Executive  Office  of  the  President. 

(F.R.D0C.U1-99UI;  Filed,  December  31,  lSkl\  I'Af  p.n.) 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Director  of  Information 
Washington 


February  21,  19^2 


Mr.  Lowell  Mcllctt 
Coordinator  of  Government  Films 
Office  of  Government  Reports 
Executive  Offices  of  the  President 
Y/ashington,  D.  C. 

Attention  Arch  A.  Mcrcey 

Dear  Mr.  Mellctt: 

Pursuant  to  the  suggestion  of  Arch  A.  Mcrcey  that  a  representa- 
tive of  this  office  be  designated  as  liaison  between  your  office 
and  the  Department  on  all  motion  picture  matters,  I  have  assigned 
Oliver  T.  Griswold  to  this  duty. 

I  have  requested  all  agencies  of  the  Department  concerned  with 
motion  pictures  to  work  through  Mr.  Griswold  when  they  have 
occasion  to  present  matters  of  concern  to  you.     I  am  enclosing 
a  copy  of  this  request. 


Very  truly  yours, 


Director  of  Information 


Enclosure 


